CHEER

Canadian Collaboration for Child Health: Efficiency
and Excellence in the Ethics Review of Research

Collaboration pancanadienne pour la santé des
enfants: Efficacité et excellence dans la révision

éthique de la recherche

The Canadian Collaboration for
Child Health: Efficiency and
Excellence in the Ethics Review of
Research (CHEER) is a Canada-wide
initiative on a mission to improve
child health by streamlining
research ethics review for child
health research.

Led by Clinical Trials Ontario (CTO) and
the Maternal Infant Child and Youth

J a n u a ry Research Network (MICYRN), the goal of
the CHEER project is to streamline the
research ethics review process for multi-
2025 site child health studies across Canada
with the aim of a single research ethics
review.
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CHEER PAEDIATRIC RESEARCH ETHICS
CONSULTING SERVICE

Launched in October, the consultation service has received interest from observational
and clinical researchers from coast to coast and there has been significant support for
the coordination of streamlined informed consent documents across sites. The Central
Ethics Review Manager is working with CHEER Navigators across the country to socialize
the ethics review consultation service and CHEER consent template. We have a very
positive response from the research community for the consent templates, driving the
goal of having one template accepted across many sites.

Research projects eligible for this service must be:

- Multicentre with study sites located in at least 2 provinces. The lead site may be
in any province. A multicentre study conducted in two phases with a pilot phase
at a single site or in one province is eligible.

- Prospective pediatric observational or interventional health research study

B Peer reviewed research, i.e., by a designated steering committee and/or
granting body (i.e.: CIHR).
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If you have a study that is eligible and would like to use this service please contact the
Central Ethics Review Manager at megan.allore@micyrn.ca

CHEER CONSENT TEMPLATES
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Work has begun on the CHEER Observational Consent template; we hope to release this
in the coming months.

If you have any feedback on the CHEER
Interventional Informed Consent Form or
Short Form version, please submit it to
cheer@queensu.ca by March 1st.
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CHEER NATIONAL POOL OF REVIEWERS
PROGRAM

A national pool is being established by CHEER for REBs from across the country to access
when seeking specific paediatric expertise. Research involving children requires unique
expertise to account for unique vulnerabilities and developmental considerations in this
population.

Not all REBs have a wide range of paediatric expertise amongst their membership.
Establishing a pool will create a resource for REBs to utilize, allowing them to continue
conducting effective reviews, particularly for very niche paediatric research.

Additionally, we hope that this will be an opportunity to build connections in our
community, creating a collegial experience for colleagues to learn from one another.

For those interested in becoming part of the pool:

What You'll Do:

- Acting as Ad Hoc Advisors or temporary REB members, review paediatric research
ethics submissions for REBs to ensure they meet ethical standards.

Provide feedback to the REB on the submission to inform the REB decision.
Reviewing an ethics submission and providing feedback to the REB will require
approximately 3-4 hours. Time commitment can be flexible, members of the pool

=
b=
can review as much as they like.

Who We're Looking For:

b People with prior experience of serving on an REB with expertise in paediatric
health research.
B Those committed to paediatric research excellence.
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If you would like to join the pool please contact the CHEER Project manager at
miranda.miller@queensu.ca

CROSS-PROVINCIAL CHEER STUDIES

The CHEER system has received paediatric studies with sites in both Ontario and Nova
Scotia. These are the first studies for CHEER that will have sites in more than one
province we and look forward to receiving more CHEER studies with sites in multiple
provinces. Additionally, we are piloting a blanket Board of Record Agreement between
institutions in different provinces. This Board of Record Agreement is not specific to one
study, previous versions have been study specific and to reduce administrative burden
we created a blanket Agreement with a term of 3 years.
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Documented Institutional Requirements
for the IWK can be found on the CHEER

Documented Institutional Ethics Requirements

website. This document details the [1zaak Walton Killam [IWK) Health Centre]

provincial and institutional requirements .
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Recognizing the importance of research and the need to ensure the ethical conduct of research, the REB is built
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The indepandent functianing of the REB requires REB members and IWK researchers to navigate a course

study, please feel free to reach out to %ﬂg&Z:f,'?J!Zﬁf.f?l‘;L;”:ﬁlmeﬁ‘f:ﬁl’lﬁ?ﬂféﬁﬁfﬁﬂi?’u'.l?hﬁ:.fﬂ'éﬂiﬁm.,;
Miranda Miller, cheer@queensu.ca. e

IWK is subject ta the provisions of the Nova Scotia Personal Health Information Act ("PHIA") and the Parsonal
Infarmation ntermational Disclosure Protection Act ("PIDPA"]

PIDPA generally prahibits the access, dischosure, transfer or storage of personal information outside of Canada
except with consent of the individual or institutional CED approval in required circumstances, Any access,
disclasure, transfer or storage of research participant persanal infarmation outside of Canada shauld be
specifically authorized in the informed consent grocess. Should an REB of Record identify any circumstances
inwalving a non-consensual access, disclosure, transfer, or storage of personal information outside of Canada

CHEER EDUCATION PROGRAM

The first draft for the Data module is now complete and in the first round of review! We
hope to be launching this module in the coming months. We expect the first draft of the
Study Design module to also be completed in the coming weeks.


https://cheerchildhealth.ca/resources-2/
mailto:cheer@queensu.ca
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Modules in Participant Recruitment, Patient and Public Engagement and Consent and
Assent are live on our website and can be accessed here

Work is underway to

CHEER Research translate the modules into

Program:
Participant

French.

Consent and
Assent

Our next webinar in the 2024-2025 webinar series is soon approaching, Reimagining
Indigenous Research Ethics in Canada: Charting a New Course with Dr. Sean Hillier.
Register for this event here. Recordings of the events will be available on our website for
those unable to attend.

We held the second event of the 2024-2025 webinar series on November 12, 2024, Right-
Sizing Health Systems for Kids through Research Excellence with Christine Chambers and
Emily Gruenwoldt. We would like to thank all those who attended and the rich discussions
on this very timely topic. The video and captions are now available on the CHEER website
and can be found here.

Why Right-Sizing? Why Now?

* Existing funding models do not incentivize collaboration
or integration of services, nor do they support families in the flexible ways
they need.

* Highly specialized health workforce (including clinician scientists) serving
children is depleted and diminishing.

* Canada has a growing population of children and youth with increasingly
complex healthcare needs.

, Children's
| Healthcare
-’ Canada


https://cheerchildhealth.ca/resources/
https://queensu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMtcuiopzIpHdamMn6CWLqZH2z4LJ7RNdoJ#/
https://cheerchildhealth.ca/cheer-research-ethics-educational-modules/
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Making a Difference
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Upcoming Webinars
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12:00 -1:30 PM EST

Reimagining Indigenous Research Ethics in Canada: Charting
a New Course with Sean Hillier

12:00 -1:30 PM EST REGISTER HERE

Optimizing Ethical Research: Implementing Ongoing
Consent Models in Neonatal Studies with Georg Schmolzer,
Betsy Pilon and Rebecca Pearce


https://queensu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMtcuiopzIpHdamMn6CWLqZH2z4LJ7RNdoJ
https://queensu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEtd-itqzspE9VtQ74JclDtBgkKiSf_U3R-
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CHEER REB QUALIFICATION PROGRAM

The Health Research Ethics Authority in Newfoundland is beginning their on-boarding as
a CHEER qualified REB. Additionally, we have a number of REBs undergoing their first
CHEER re-qualification visit in the coming months. Qualification lasts for 3 years with

REBs completing annual reporting as a means of communicating changes such as new
REB members.

CHEER¢ CHEER¢
Qualified REB CER Qualifie

cheerchildhealth.ca cheerchildhealth.ca

CHEER qualified REBs include: The Hospital for Sick Children Research Ethics Board,
Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario (CHEO) Research Ethics Board, Western University
Health Sciences Research Ethics Board, Ontario Cancer Research Ethics Board (OCREB),
Queen's University Health Sciences and Affiliated Teaching Hospitals Research Ethics
Board, Holland Bloorview Kids Rehabilitation Hospital Research Ethics Board, the IWK,
Nova Scotia and the Health Research Ethics Authority, NL.

If you would like to discuss CHEER qualification for your REB, please reach out to the
project manager, Miranda Miller (cheer@queensu.ca).



mailto:cheer@queensu.ca
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